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AIM(S)
•

To provide students with a detailed knowledge and understanding of the ‘heroic’ in
Anglo-Saxon literature and culture, underpinned by a range of theoretical approaches.

•

To critically examine ‘Old English’ vernacular writing.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:
•

demonstrate a high level of knowledge and understanding of a variety of literary and
artistic works from Anglo-Saxon England;

•

demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the values and preoccupation of AngloSaxon culture in England;

•

show a high level of awareness of the ways in which this culture and its literature, and
art more broadly, relate wider socio-political contexts and particularly to the nature of
Anglo-Saxon Christianity;

•

demonstrate theoretically informed awareness of the nature of the ‘heroic’ within
Anglo-Saxon culture in England;

•

demonstrate a high level of knowledge and understanding of the ways in which
Anglo-Saxon history and culture have had a marked influence on modern perceptions
of Englishness and Britishness.

CONTENT
•

•

This module will explore the nature of the ‘heroic’ within a wide range of AngloSaxon texts, setting those texts within their broader social-political and religious
context. Contexts to be explored will include:
•

the Anglo-Saxon migration and settlement;

•

conversion to Christianity;

•

the Anglo-Saxon aesthetic, including manuscript illumination and stone
sculpture.

The ‘heroic’ is a central theme of the literature of Anglo-Saxon England. It is used in
the literature of warfare such as The Battle of Maldon, and also has an important place

in religious and meditative writing such as The Dream of the Rood and The Wanderer
where the pagan heroic ethic is debated and redefined. The text in which the heroic
comes under most scrutiny is Beowulf, which is used as the focal point for this
module.
•

All the texts studied were written in the vernacular of Anglo-Saxon England, known
to modern scholars as ‘Old English’, and the module aims to give students knowledge
of the original texts. However, the essential texts are made available in Modern
English translations, with the original Old English texts in parallel, and these parallel
text editions form the basis for much of the reading for the course.

•

The module will also consider the impact of, and critical responses to, the ways in
which Anglo-Saxon history and culture have had a marked influence on modern
perceptions of Englishness and Britishness.

ASSESSMENT
Course work (100%)
One Assignment 5000 words (100%)
The topic of the assignment is chosen by the student in consultation with the module tutor but
must be related to the content of the module.
[Sample assignment: ‘Consider the view that Anglo-Saxon heroic poetry presents "a complex
vision of reality whereby conflicting desires and codes of conduct meet"’ (John Niles).]
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Beowulf, heroic poem, the highest achievement of Old English literature and the earliest European vernacular epic. It deals with events
of the early 6th century and is believed to have been composed between 700 and 750. Although originally untitled, it was later named
after the Scandinavian hero Beowulf, whose exploits and character provide its connecting theme. There is no evidence of a historical
Beowulf, but some characters, sites, and events in the poem can be historically verified. The poem did not appear in print until 1815. It is
preserved in a single manuscript that dates to circa 1000 Anglo-saxon anthroponymy and heroic legend 555. Anglo-Saxon child was
given a dithematic name that alliterated with the name of. one or both of its parents and consisted of name-themes derived from one or
both.Â 20 For a lucid discussion of probabilism and the necessity of its application in Old English. studies, see R. D. Fulk, â€˜On
Argumentation in Old English Philology, with Particular. Reference to the Editing and Dating of Beowulfâ€™, Anglo-Saxon England 32
(2003), 1â€“26. The inï¬‚uence of Fulkâ€™s exposition upon the methodology and terminology of the present. essay is pervasive and
profound. Anglo-Saxons and Beowulf. 1. Unit 1: British Legends â€¢ Unit 1 will cover from Beowulf to Arthurian Legends. â€¢ Unit 1 will
end in an easy research paper.Â 12. Anglo-Saxon Civilization â€¢ Common language â€¢ Shared a heroic ideal; set of traditional
heroes â€¢ Admired men of outstanding courage â€¢ Loyalty to leader and tribe â€¢ Fierce personal valor.Â â€“ Mistakes in
translations â€“ Misunderstanding out-of-date slang â€¢ Anglo-Saxon England was being Christianized, so many texts show a mixture
of pagan and Christian beliefs. â€“ We often see an invocation of God as the â€œAlmighty Lordâ€ followed closely by mention of pagan
gods and monsters.Â This code was derived from the Anglo- Saxonsâ€™ Germanic roots, and called for strength, courage, and loyalty
in warriors.

